CHISWICK HORTICULTURAL AND ALLOTMENTS SOCIETY
The meeting of the

Chiswick Horticultural and Allotments Society (CHS) Committee

held on Monday 26 January 2015 at 7.30pm at

the CHS Trading Hut, Staveley Road, Chiswick W4 _____________________________________________________

MINUTES

1. Attendance

Alastair Britten 

David Burton
Michael Flinders
Henry Gewanter
John Gill

Jill Morris

Andrew Steele
Everard Whitehouse
In attendance – Fran Goloway

Apologies – Ben Jones, Joanne Hodges.  In the absence of Ben Jones, David Burton took the Minutes. 
Henry welcomed Fran to the meeting 
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 24 November & 21 December 2014
Both sets of minutes were approved.
3. Matters arising
Standpipes - This is still an ongoing issue and the committee felt a meeting must be arranged with Hounslow Council as soon as possible
4.
Handbook Issues
Henry thanked Jill and everyone who helped put the Centenary Handbook together.
Jill said it was very much a last minute. We have to think about next year’s book – e.g. what form should it take, how many pages and adverts - and we need to start on the handbook in June. After a long discussion, it was proposed that a Sub-Committee be set up with Andrew, Everard and Jill.

David said he did not propose to charge some of the advertisers for production costs associated with their adverts, as we had not set out the charges to them properly. Next year a full pro-forma, showing cost, size etc will be produced - in other words, a contract.     
5. Boat Trip


Jill gave a full rundown on the cost of the River Trip on the 5th May, at a cost of £35.00 per person; this will include a finger buffet and a welcome drink.

The boat will leave Kew at 1045 and arrive Tower Bridge area approximately 1215, returning to Kew at approximately 1445
A £500.00 non-returnable deposit was paid

Jill is to co-ordinate tickets sales. 
6. Centenary Dinner

After a long discussion over costs, venue, it was decided to go with the venue put forward by Alastair and Jill, Linden House.  Again, after long discussion, the cost will be £42.00 per person on Saturday 13th June. 

A non-returnable deposit of £432 was paid.

                        
7. Visits

Mottisfont Abbey near Romsey, will be on Wednesday 27th May. Gardens are home to a collection of old-fashioned roses. NT Members free. Non Members £9. Everard to cost the coach before the next meeting.

Upton House and Gardens visit, Wednesday 23 September, NT Members free, Non Members £6 gardens only and £9 for house and gardens.

8. Talks
Thursday 12th February talk by William Rouse of Chiswick Auctions, 6.30 pm £4/5
Saturday 28th February Dig for Britain and what to sow in spring, Paolo Arrigo of

Seeds of Italy – 1030 – 1200
9. Finance
David said the accounts are ready for auditing, just waiting for the Bank Statement to complete the final figures.
In the past month cheques for the value of just over £4,000 have been paid out, leaving us with about £4,000 in the bank. We have £1760 to come from the advertisers, so our trading activity is very important to put some money back in the bank.

We have received a notice of payment in respect to the ground rent for the trading hut site. This is overdue by 6 months. As we are in default, by not informing the agent acting for Hounslow Council of a change of details, our lease was reviewed and our peppercorn rent is now £115.40 per annum. David said that, as we are on the back foot, it was his recommendation that we pay the amount outstanding and start preparing our case for the next review in 4 years time. Henry said we should fight and not pay the amount. David felt this would put us in breach of our lease and could lead us into a dispute with the Council. The meeting agreed to pay and ask our president and Cllr Paul Lynch to take up our case on our behalf.

6.
           Events
Quiz Nights for 2015 – only one fixed for November. An earlier date end of March or April to be explored.
Dates for Committee meetings were agreed for as 25th February (Wednesday) and then every fourth Wednesday of the month  
